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(2) COVERED NURSE OFFICERS.—A commis-
sioned officer of the nurse corps of the
Armed Forces described in this paragraph is
a nurse officer who has served not less than
20 years on active duty in the Armed Forces
and is otherwise eligible for retirement from
the Armed Forces.

(3) SCOPE OF SCHOLARSHIPS.—Amounts in a
scholarship provided a nurse officer under
this subsection may be utilized by the officer
to pay the costs of tuition, fees, and other
educational expenses of the officer in partici-
pating in an educational program described
in paragraph (1).

(4) AGREEMENT.—An agreement of a nurse
officer described in this paragraph is the
agreement of the officer—

(A) to participate in an educational pro-
gram described in paragraph (1); and

(B) upon graduation from such educational
program—

(i) to serve not less than two years as a
full-time faculty member of an accredited
school of nursing; and

(ii) to undertake such activities as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to encourage
current and prospective nurses to pursue
service in the nurse corps of the Armed
Forces.

(e) TRANSITION ASSISTANCE FOR RETIRING
NURSE OFFICERS QUALIFIED AS FACULTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—One of the programs under
this section may be a program in which the
Secretary provides to commissioned officers
of the nurse corps of the Armed Force con-
cerned described in paragraph (2) the assist-
ance described in paragraph (3) to assist such
officers in obtaining and fulfilling positions
as full-time faculty members of an accred-
ited school of nursing after retirement from
the Armed Forces.

(2) COVERED NURSE OFFICERS.—A commis-
sioned officer of the nurse corps of the
Armed Forces described in this paragraph is
a nurse officer who—

(A) has served an aggregate of at least 20
years on active duty or in reserve active sta-
tus in the Armed Forces;

(B) is eligible for retirement from the
Armed Forces; and

(C) possesses a doctoral or master degree in
nursing or a related field which qualifies the
nurse officer to discharge the position of
nurse instructor at an accredited school of
nursing.

(3) ASSISTANCE.—The assistance described
in this paragraph is assistance as follows:

(A) Career placement assistance.

(B) Continuing education.

(C) Stipends (in an amount specified by the
Secretary).

(4) AGREEMENT.—A nurse officer provided
assistance under this subsection shall enter
into an agreement with the Secretary to
serve as a full-time faculty member of an ac-
credited school of nursing for such period as
the Secretary shall provide in the agree-
ment.

(f) BENEFITS FOR RETIRED NURSE OFFICERS
ACCEPTING APPOINTMENT AS FACULTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—One of the programs under
this section may be a program in which the
Secretary provides to any individual de-
scribed in paragraph (2) the benefits specified
in paragraph (3).

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—An individual
described in this paragraph is an individual
who—

(A) is retired from the Armed Forces after
service as a commissioned officer in the
nurse corps of the Armed Forces;

(B) holds a graduate degree in nursing; and

(C) serves as a full-time faculty member of
an accredited school of nursing.

(3) BENEFITS.—The benefits specified in
this paragraph shall include the following:

(A) Payment of retired or retirement pay
without reduction based on receipt of pay or
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other compensation from the institution of
higher education concerned.

(B) Payment by the institution of higher
education concerned of a salary and other
compensation to which other similarly situ-
ated faculty members of the institution of
higher education would be entitled.

(C) If the amount of pay and other com-
pensation payable by the institution of high-
er education concerned for service as an as-
sociate full-time faculty member is less than
the basic pay to which the individual was en-
titled immediately before retirement from
the Armed Forces, payment of an amount
equal to the difference between such basic
pay and such payment and other compensa-
tion.

(g) ADMINISTRATION AND DURATION OF PRO-
GRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish requirements and procedures for the ad-
ministration of the programs authorized by
this section. Such requirements and proce-
dures shall include procedures for selecting
participating schools of nursing.

(2) DURATION.—Any program carried out
under this section shall continue for not less
than two years.

(3) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than two years
after commencing any program under this
section, the Secretary shall assess the re-
sults of such program and determine whether
or not to continue such program. The assess-
ment of any program shall be based on meas-
urable criteria, information concerning re-
sults, and such other matters as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(4) CONTINUATION.—The Secretary may con-
tinue carrying out any program under this
section that the Secretary determines, pur-
suant to an assessment under paragraph (3),
to continue to carry out. In continuing to
carry out a program, the Secretary may
modify the terms of the program within the
scope of this section. The continuation of
any program may include its expansion to
include additional participating schools of
nursing.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
‘‘school of nursing’” and ‘‘accredited’ have
the meaning given those terms in section 801
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
296).

SA 2269. Mr. REED (for Mrs. CLINTON)
proposed an amendment to the concur-
rent resolution S. Con. Res. 27, sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Purple Heart Recognition Day’’;
as follows:

On page 2 line 8 strike ‘‘requests that the
President issue a proclamation calling on”’
and insert ‘‘calls upon’.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

Mr. KERRY. I would like to inform
Members that the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship will
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Increasing
Government Accountability and Ensur-
ing Fairness in Small Business Con-
tracting,” on Wednesday, July 18, 2007,
at 2:00 p.m. in room 428A of the Russell
Senate Office Building.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Nikhil Sahai
and Lauren Hughes of my staff be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of today’s session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S9291

APPOINTMENT
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, pursuant to Executive Order

12131, as amended, reappoints the fol-
lowing Member to the President’s Ex-
port Council: the Honorable MIKE ENZI
of Wyoming.

NATIONAL PURPLE HEART
RECOGNITION DAY

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Armed Services
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Con. Res. 27 and
that the Senate then proceed to its
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 27)
supporting the goals and ideals of ‘“National
Purple Heart Recognition Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REED. I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment at the desk be
considered and agreed to, the resolu-
tion, as amended, be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc,
and that any statements relating
thereto be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2269) was agreed
to, as follows:

On page 2 line 8 strike ‘‘requests that the
President issue a proclamation calling on’’
and insert ‘‘calls upon’’.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 27), as amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, with its preamble, reads as follows:
S. CON. RES. 27

Whereas the Purple Heart is the oldest
military decoration in the world in present
use;

Whereas the Purple Heart is awarded in
the name of the President of the United
States to members of the Armed Forces who
are wounded in a conflict with an enemy
force or are wounded while held by an enemy
force as prisoners of war, and is awarded
posthumously to the next of kin of members
of the Armed Forces who are killed in a con-
flict with an enemy force or who die of
wounds received in a conflict with an enemy
force;

Whereas the Purple Heart was established
on August 7, 1782, during the Revolutionary
War, when General George Washington
issued an order establishing the Honorary
Badge of Distinction, otherwise known as
the Badge of Military Merit;

Whereas the award of the Purple Heart
ceased with the end of the Revolutionary
War, but was revived in 1932, the 200th anni-
versary of George Washington’s birth, out of
respect for his memory and military achieve-
ments; and

Whereas observing National Purple Heart
Recognition Day is a fitting tribute to
George Washington and to the more than
1,535,000 recipients of the Purple Heart, ap-
proximately 550,000 of whom are still living:
Now, therefore, be it
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